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Enlarge the Tent Construction Underway
When the vision for “Enlarge the Tent” was 
shared school-wide a year ago, who could 
have imaged all that God had planned? But 
that’s how He works. Ephesians 3:20 tells 
us: “Now to him who is able to do far more 
abundantly than all that we ask or think, ac-
cording to the power at work within us.” (ESV 
version)
The response has been over-
whelming and we have been 
able to do more than we origi-
nally planned. We have received 
amazing learning equipment for 
our students we weren’t expect-
ing; and a new STEAM Wing was 
completed at the high school.  
Prayers have been answered! In 
addition to enough funds being 
raised for us to begin construction, Yaskawa 
Motoman donated a robot for the STEAM 
wing; Autodesk is providing an entire soft-
ware suite and curriculum for free as well as 
reduced pricing on tabletop CNC machines; 
Autodesk also gave us a grant for $10,000 

toward the purchase of those tabletop CNC 
machines; and Basetech/GetPrinting3D has 
donated five 3D printers. We received a grant 
from the Miami County Foundation for a Mak-
erBot 3D printer, BeeBots (robotics for tod-
dlers) and OSMO learning systems for K-1st 
grade iPads. The Troy Foundation donated 

seven computers and 14 mon-
itors for the STEAM room. We 
also have been given engineering 
software from Motoman, as well 
as training for our staff. Honda 
Corp. of America provided our 
Computer Aided Design class an 
auto part design project. Wow! 
The manufacturing and engi-
neering companies really caught 
our vision. Other companies, 
such as Swihart Industries, Em-

erson, F&P America, The R.W. Earhart Com-
pany, Koverman-Dickerson Insurance, Unit-
ed Building Materials, MilCon, Wapoo Wood 
Products, and Dave Arbogast have given
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“We are so grateful,” said 
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and friends have raised more 
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If you are familiar with Ava’s story, you will love reading this 
update on her progress. If you are just learning about this amazing 
little girl who captured the hearts of so many people at our school, 
hang on, because Ava Mote is full of inspiration.
“She is learning how to walk again,” said her doting father, Shad 
Mote. “She has had to relearn everything. But she wakes up every 
day with a smile on her face, unless she doesn’t feel good, and then 
she just doesn’t let it get her down.”
Ava, age 8, sat on the sofa listening as her father unfolded the 
events of the past year -- from that day in August when their lives 
changed forever -- to now, when he is just beginning to breathe a 
little deeper. “We’re starting to see Ava act like Ava again,” he said, 
noting that she has been able to ride her therapy bike outside, go 
bowling and go fishing this summer.
Two days after Ava began 1st grade at Troy Chris-
tian last year, she had a routine eye exam, where 
optical swelling was detected. Two days later, Ava 
endured a 15-hour surgery to remove a tumor 
from the brainstem around her cerebellum. The 
diagnosis was medulloblastoma, a pediatric brain 
cancer. She has been fighting the disease with 
radiation, chemotherapy, and lots of prayers from 
her friends.
Ava smiled and added to the story, sometimes 
reflecting on what she remembered, sometimes 
showing pictures from her iPad to illustrate what 
her father was telling, and never missing a beat; 
understanding it all. That was a joy that hung in 
the air and glimmered in the eyes of her father 
who spent 47 days in a Philadelphia hospital with 
his daughter while she endured intensive, pro-
ton radiation therapy on that smart little brain. The specialized 
proton radiation described by Shad is what took them to CHOP 
(Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia), where he never left her side. 
She was very sick there, not only enduring the radiation, for which 
she received anesthesia every day, but also recovering from the 
after-effects of the brain surgery.
“She got posterior fossa syndrome, due to all the pressure taken 
off the cerebrum after the surgery,” Shad explained. “She had lost 
all movements: she lost her ability to walk, to swallow, to talk, ev-
erything. Her right eye was turned in. Even now she still can’t eat 
because she can’t swallow.” Ava, who is fed with a tube, has slowly 
regained speech and movement.
Ava has two more rounds of a nine-round chemo treatment plan, 
for which she must spend the first few days at Dayton Children’s. 

She still gets nauseous the first week and loses her hair. Then, 
just when she feels a little better, it’s time for the next round. She 
should complete her treatment in November.
In between treatments she attends therapy sessions, she rests and 
she has as much family time as possible. Her older sister, Cayley, 
commented about how she helped Ava by talking to her when 
Ava couldn’t speak and how she comforted her when Ava couldn’t 
open her eyes. 
How does Ava keep her spirits up and stay strong? She shrugged 
the question off with a deep, thoughtful smile, which was almost 
instantaneously replaced with a bigger smile and a genuine spar-
kle in her sweet, still-a-child eyes. She looked at me confidently. “I 
just do,” she said with another shrug. 
The Mote family said they have felt “unbelievable encouragement 

and support” from the Troy Christian community 
and “from people we don’t even know.” 
“Maybe not for everyone, but for us, the prayers 
have been the most important thing that has gotten 
us through this,” Shad said. “We know Ava and our 
whole family have been receiving so much prayer 
from Troy Christian. That really helps us the most. 
There have been fundraisers and Ava’s friends have 
sent home cards and letters and crafts. It has all 
meant so much.”
Ava chimed in, “I got to see my friends on the last 
day of school! It was so good. I got to see Mrs. 
Long.”
Schooling is on hold, according to Shad, who said 
he is just now beginning to consider at-home learn-
ing options. For now, laughing at Ava’s charm and 
wit, dealing with chemo treatments, and relearning 

to walk are the focus.
“She stays brave,” Shad added tenderly, “She’s a strong one. She 
always was my tough kid before this, tough as nails. And now I see 
why.”
If you would like to help the Mote family, please continue to pray 
for Ava’s full recovery from medulloblastoma and posterior fossa 
syndrome. Any monetary donations sent to TC for the Mote family 
will be added to the fund already set up for Ava and will be sent to 
the family. Shad owns Trimtex, a commercial construction com-
pany. Shad, Ava, Cayley, and wife, Amy Mote, along with her two 
children, live in Tipp City with their dog Lucy. Ava’s mom, Carolyn, 
lives in Huber Heights.

Strong and Playful Ava Mote 
Still Healing

By: Shelly Calvert
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ENLARGE THE TENT
ISAIAH 54:2

Troy Christian Schoolsʼ Development Project

Enlarge the place of your tent, stretch your tent curtains wide, 
do not hold back; lengthen your cords, strengthen your stakes.

Isaiah 54:2



Enlarge the Tent ConTinued from page 1

contributions. Many of the subcontractors have given “gifts in kind” 
by reducing their normal pricing.
“We are so grateful,” said Superintendent Dr. Gary Wilber, “Our TC 
families and friends have raised more than $1,145,000 in cash and 
pledges. It has been encouraging to see friends of Troy Christian 
and our families now partnering with us as these projects have be-
come a reality.” 

1. The elementary addition began in September. We have modi-
fied the layout from the original plan. Why? Because parents’ 
feedback was heard, and you said, “We need more practice 
and game space!” And, while we were at it, the modification 
allowed us to add one more classroom, so now there will be six 
new classrooms. The new gym will be built south of the cur-
rent gym. Four of the new classrooms will be on the second 
floor, extending the 5th/6th grade hallway.

2. UpLink, the career and mentoring program projected for 2015-
16 is growing in scope and depth. The jr. high/high school 
STEAM wing will have a locked door to the rest of the school 
so it may be open to the community during after-school hours 
for UpLink. We have obtained 501 (c)(3) non-profit status for 
UpLink so we may now receive corporate donations. 

3. The Career and Life Preparation Program we began in 2014-
15 for current TC students yielded 16 students on paid intern-
ships this summer, with numerous field trips throughout the 
school year. This program is working!

4. Funding: TC has an unexpected expense of $70,000 to repair 
the existing elementary gym roof--at the same time we are 
building the new gym. So the funding need for 2015-16 will 
be for for the new gym floor, $50,000; bleachers, $35,000; and 
equipment $27,362 (volleyball stations, 6 basketball goals and 
scoreboard). 

4 Things You Might Not Know About Enlarge the Tent
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The Enlarge the Tent Campaign is currently underway at Troy 
Christian and we already have begun work on the new elementary 
addition and new gymnasium. We want you to join us and be rec-
ognized as part of the Troy Christian family. We will be selling per-
sonalized bricks and benches to be included in the Troy Christian 

“Everyone Counts” Community Walkway. The beautiful walkway 
will be located on the east side of the new building as shown in 
the image below. For more information on how to purchase a brick 
look for a mailing at the end of October.

Everyone counts community walkway
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thank you for partnering with us
The Enlarge the Tent Development Project is off to a great start thanks 
to these generous friends, businesses, and those who gave anonymously. 
Your gifts have made it possible to start to strengthen our foundational 
stakes, expand our buildings to allow for growth and to “stretch our tent 
curtains wide” to make room for innovative new programs that give stu-
dents advantages they need today. Thank you!
We have tried to ensure that all of our donors are recognized but if you 
feel your name should have been included in this list, and you didn’t ask to 
remain anonymous, please contact our office at 937.339.5692.
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Recent graduate and valedictorian, Lauren Setzkorn, was the 
first Troy Christian student to be named a National Merit Final-
ist. To receive this honor she scored a PSAT that ranked in the 
top one-percent of the nation for her graduating class. She also 
earned the 2015 Honda Math Medal Award, which recognizes 
the best math students. 

Her academic achievements earned her scholarships from 
Cedarville University, where she will study pharmacy in the 
school’s rigorous honors program. She also earned the UVMC 
Foundation Hinsch Family Fund Scholarship for students en-
tering a healthcare field, a Troy Dollars for College grant, and a 
Grace Baptist Church scholarship.

This summer Lauren began working as a pharmacy technician 
due to the networking of TC’s new Career/Life Prep/Internships 
Program. This work experience, combined with her achieve-
ments, will prove invaluable as she continues her education and 
career.

Lauren also was recognized at graduation with TC’s SALT Award, 
Lydia Award, Math Award, and Language Arts Award. Her class-
mates, too, acknowledged Lauren’s character by nominating her 
to the homecoming and prom courts. Lauren was an example of 
leadership as the junior varsity volleyball captain, National Hon-
or Society member, Student Government representative, and as 
a precalculus student teacher and tutor. She also sang in the con-
cert and honors choirs.

Lauren is the daughter of Dr. Ronald and Christina Setzkorn of 
Troy and is a member of Grace Baptist Church, where she is a 
leader in the church youth program.

Lauren Setzkorn Becomes TC’s First Nat’l Merit Finalist
Also Named Honda Math Medal Award Recipient

Christian Chong was named Troy Christian’s 2015 salutatorian. 
The son of Henry and Susan Chong of Dayton, Christian is at-
tending Wright State University where he will study to become 
a neurologist.

Christian received two scholarships from Wright State: Val/Sal 
Scholarship and Honors Competitive Scholarship.

During his high school years at TC, he was a National Honor So-
ciety member, Student Council member, and served on Student 
Leadership. He also sang with the honors choir and his church 
praise team. Christian swam for Troy Christian, as well as for 
the Miami County YMCA and for Butler Aquatics Club. He was 
a member of the school’s tech crew and ran tech for the high 
school musical. In addition, he volunteered for Habitat for Hu-
manity and Target Dayton.

Christian Chong Named 2015 Salutatorian

Women’s Soccer 
Conference Champions & Sectional Champions

Football
Won regional quarterfinals play-off game &                 
qualified for regional semi-final game

Men’s Basketball
Conference Champions, Sectional Champions, & Dis-
trict Runner- Up

Men’s Swimming
Conference Champions

Wrestling
Sectional Runner Ups & District - 3rd Place

8th Grade Boy’s Basketball
Conference Runner Up

7th Grade Boy’s Basketball
Conference Champions

8th Grade Girl’s Basketball
Conference Champions

Softball
Conference Champions 

Jr. High Boys Track
Conference Runner Ups

Jr. High Girls Track 
Conference Champions

2014-15 athletic team titles

On May 20th, all the elementary students participated in Field Day. 
Each student wore a t-shirt in their grade level’s color as they ro-
tated through the different events. Tug of war, races on the track, 
and corn hole were a just a few of the exciting things planned for 
the day. Thank you to all the volunteers and our coordinators, Kelli 
Szakal and Mallory Normile, for creating a fun day of games and 
exercise for the students.

2015 Elementary field day
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$15,540 The Troy Foundation general grant
 Computers for new STEAM wing
$5,880 The Troy Foundation general grant
 Varsity & Jr. Varsity volleyball nets and poles
$2,000 The Troy Foundation general grant
 Digital piano

$957  The Troy Foundation Apple grant
 Mr. Gibboney, elementary gardening lab
$930 The Troy Foundation Apple grant
 Miss Hart,  Surface Pro computer and keyboard
$750 The Troy Foundation Apple grant
 Mrs. Speck,  EV3 robot and software
$585 The Troy Foundation Apple grant
 Mrs. Boone, ELMO interactive classroom projector
$585 The Troy Foundation Apple grant
 Mrs. Hoblit, ELMO interactive classroom projector
$837 The Troy Foundation Apple grant
 Mrs. Lindeman, three iPad minis
$640 The Troy Foundation Apple grant
 Mr. Johns, 8 OSMO learning games for iPad
$948 The Troy Foundation Apple grant
 Mrs. Fletcher, iPad and 3D scanner

$5,000 Miami County Foundation
 Enlarge the Tent elementary building campaign
$1,000 Miami County Foundation
 BeeBots for ECEC
$640 Miami County Foundation
 8 OSMO learning games for iPad K-1st grades

$2,663 Miami County Foundation
 MakerBot 2X 3D printer and plastic spools

$10,000 AutoDesk grant
 CNC machines for STEM wing
$1,697 The Mercer Group
 Enhancements to the baseball and softball fields
$2,100 Troy Fish & Game Club
 Ice machine for athletics
$923 Scotsman Mid-Ohio
 Ice machine for athletics
$8,782 Robinson Fund
 Taping platform tower for Eagle Stadium
$1,500 Rotary Compression Technologies, Inc.
 Boys soccer equipment

$250 Thrivent Financial Donation
 Football Tailgate Party
$1,750 Thrivent Financial Action Teams (7)
 5 missions trips, 1 fundraiser, 1 Operation Christmas Child
$2,500 Thrivent Financial Donation
 Sponsorship for 5K 
$1,720 Thrivent Financial Donation
 Christmas Projects 
$600 Thrivent Financial Action Team
 Mrs. Landfair’s 4th grade Read to Feed Heifer project
$3,399 Thrivent Financial Choice Donations and Matches

$5,000 Thrivent Financial Corporate for Business Partner’s 
 Sponsorship

Foundation and Corporations Show Support Through Funding
Grants received in 2014-15 from local foundations and companies supported TC with generous and timely doses of funding for athletic 
equipment, missions trips, classroom projects, and technology. Students will be learning on new 3D printers, robotics equipment, musical 
instruments, and iPad technologies. Teachers will receive equipment that will allow them to teach more effectively. We are so grateful to 
the following grantors for their generous contributions to our students, staff, and teachers:

The following companies have supported Troy Christian through their corporate and advertising dollars. Please consider supporting 
them with your business:
  Platinum -- $10,000     Football Tailgate Sponsors
  Dave Arbogast       Dave Arbogast    
  UVMC       Dave’s Services 
         MilCon Commercial Concrete
  Gold - $3,000      Thrivent Financial 
  R.W. Earhart Company     Infinity Fitness
  Dave’s Service      R.W. Earhart Company    
  Koverman/Dickerson Insurance 
  Ark & Echo   
  Thrivent Financial Services    Best Seat in the House Sponsors
         Francis Furniture
  Silver - $1,750      Papa John’s Pizza
  Morris Comfort Services      Dave’s Services
  Small Town Print     
For more information about the Business Partners program, contact Kelli Szakal at 339-5692 or kszakal@tcmail.org.

Thank you to our business partners

FOOTBALL
Luke Dillahunt returns for the 
2015 football season as a senior 
with great expectations. The Tipp 
City native took top honors in the 
state for football at the conclusion 
of his junior year, including First 
Team Associated Press All Ohio Div. 
VII and Co-Offensive Player of the 
Year Associated Press All Ohio Div. 
VII.
His other awards included: First 
Team All Southwest District Div. 
VII; Offensive Player All Southwest 
District Div. VII; and First Team As-
sociated Press Dayton All Area Div. 
VI and VII.

Chase Hayden, another returning 
senior football player, received 2nd 
Team Div. VII All Ohio Defensive 
Back for the 2014 season.

WOMEN’S SOCCER
Lauren Peters, who signed on to 
play soccer with Lee University in 
Cleveland, TN, received top soccer 
awards across the state her senior 
year with TC, including First Team 
All State and Miami Valley Div. III 
Player of the Year. 
Her other awards included: First 
Team All Metro Buckeye Confer-
ence, Metro Buckeye Conference 
Player of the Year, First Team All 
Miami Valley North, and First Team 
Miami Valley.

BASKETBALL
Grant Zawadzki, who set 37 TC 
basketball school records in his 
High School career, will be playing 
for Indiana Wesleyan University. 
His final year with TC he was Metro 
Buckeye Conference Player of the 
Year, District 9 Player of the Year, 
1st Team All Southwest District, 
State of Ohio North/South All Star 
and 1st Team All State. In addition, 
Grant set the Ohio High School re-
cord for the 2015 most steals in a 
game (14) and was named Penn 
Station Athlete of the Month. 

WRESTLING
Garrett Hancock finished his 
wrestling career at TC with a 2nd 
Place State finish in Div. III and 
will go on to wrestle in college 
for Gardner-Webb University. 
Garrett also took 1st at Div. III 
Sectionals, 1st at Districts, and 
was named 1st Team All Area.

Cody Ohnmeiss overcame some 
challenging matches to earn his 
5th place at the Div. III State meet 
and will go on to wrestle for the 
University of Findlay. Cody also 
took 3rd at Div. III Districts and 
2nd at the Sectional meet.

TRACK & FIELD
Meredith Haddad, who took 4th at 
the state meet in 2014, stepped it 
up at the Indoor State Meet, placing 
1st in Long Jump for Div. II/III and 
3rd in outdoor State Track Meet for 
Long Jump in Div. III. Meredith, who 
broke TC’s school record in Long 
Jump with a personal best this year 
of 18’ 0.75” also was compliment-
ed by her basketball coach, Dick 
Steineman, who said, “In my years 
of coaching here at TC, Meredith 
Haddad is best female athlete I’ve 
seen walk the halls at this school.”

TC STUDENTS INVOLVED IN CLUB SPORTS
ROWING
Megan Hinkle, an incoming junior, spent time this summer train-
ing with a national rowing team. Hinkle placed 6th in the nation as 
a single rower and 5th with her quad at the U.S. Youth Rowing Na-
tional Championships. She also captured the Midwest title, which 
earned her a spot this past summer at the prestigious United States 
Junior National Team Development and High Performance Camps.

Outstanding 2014-15 Athletes 
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Graduates ~ 65

College semester credit hours earned while in high school ~ 877 
Graduates who earned an Ohio Honors Diploma ~ 14%

Graduates enrolled in post-secondary study ~ 98%
Graduates who received scholarships ~ 98%

Graduates enrolled in four year college or university  ~ 83% 
Graduates enrolled in Christian four year college or university  ~ 54% 

Graduates enrolled in two year college ~ 15%

TC administration’s vision to better prepare our students for 
college and career through mentoring, internships, and life 
skills training has proven to be a successful path for our school. 
Many of our students were placed with internships, and many 
learned skills or earned college credits that will lead them 
confidently into their future….all while the students were still 
on our campus.
75 percent of the 2015 graduating class took college courses 
that will transfer, saving thousands of dollars in college tuition
2 students received CAD SolidWorks certification in 2014 and  
1 student received the certification in 2015

The 2015-16 school year will offer educational courses that 
lead to career fields. We will offer new courses from Edison, 
as well as the courses we have been offering through Urbana 
University. All College Credit Plus courses are taught on our TC 
campus by adjunct teachers.
Programs Offered at TCHS
Honors classes ~ 24
Online classes available
College courses offered at TCHS ~ 16
Students participating in dual enrollment & CCP at TCHS  ~ 130

High School College & Career Prep 
Program Launched With Success

Urbana University & Edison 
Community College Partnerships 
for College Credit Plus

Troy Christian students were able to be the hands and feet of Je-
sus all over the world during the 2014-15 school year. They served 
their local community in Troy, Tipp City, West Milton, Piqua, and 
spreading out to Dayton and Millersburg. They served throughout 
the nation and beyond in West Virginia, Tennessee, Florida, Baha-
mas, Jamaica, and Nicaragua. Time after time these experiences 
have had a profound impact on our students. We are so excited to 
see the ways our students can serve this school year. 

The heart of education is the education of the heart.

The good man brings good things out of the good stored up in his 
heart, and the evil man brings evil things out of the evil stored up in 

his heart. For out of the overflow of his heart his mouth speaks. 

Luke 6:45

being salt in our world now

Mrs. Karen Miller’s 4-year-old childcare class adopted a soldier 
in December. They support him by sending him letters, artwork, 
necessities and snacks. These little ones also pray for him faith-
fully. Mrs. Miller and her class will continue blessing their sol-
dier throughout the year. Thank you little ones for reminding us 
that we are never too young (or old) to be the hands and feet of 
Jesus.

Elementary teachers Mrs. Cowley and Mrs. Johnson, and prin-
cipal, Mrs. Long, challenged staff and friends to the “plain dress 
project,” an effort to bring awareness to suffering brought by 
human trafficking. They wore the same dress (washing it of 
course!) for the whole month of January to bring awareness to 
this cause. One of the classes began collecting money for this 
cause last December.

adopted soldier the plain dress project
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We began talking about UpLink last year, and now that the new 
STEAM wing is nearing completion, UpLink can begin to take 
form. As its own separate 501(c)(3) entity, UpLink will provide 
career and life preparation skills for students who already have 
graduated and community members who want to learn new ca-
reer skills.

UpLink will help bridge the gap between in-demand careers 
and an effective workforce by creating partnerships with local 
businesses and industries, by offering certification and degree 
training, and by implementing strategic personal and career de-
velopment opportunities. 

UpLink will be offered after regular school hours and on week-
ends to the community. Training will take place in the STEAM 
wing with our robotics equipment and CNC machines, as well as 
classroom training for personal development, relevant training 
experiences, and mentoring relationships.

UpLink Update: This Program is on the Way UP

Utilizing our new STEAM wing technologies, we now are able to 
offer more courses with certifications.

Our CAD certification began two years ago, and now we also of-
fer Servo Systems and Robotics (1 & 2) certifications. CNC Pro-
gramming (Computer Numerical Control) and PLC (Program-
mable Logic Controllers) will be available in 2016.  

Our new robotic program is led by Lewis Rhodes. He  comes 
to TCS with years of experience as a lead robotic trainer from 
Yaksawa-Motoman.  Mr. Rhodes has taught high school students 
and was a trainer in the military before coming to Yaksawa.  He 
has been a chaplain at WPAFB and has worked with students 
in ROTC. He looks forward to developing this new program and 
offering new career opportunities for our high school students.

New STEaM and Manufacturing Courses with Certifications Available

Pairing students with professionals in a field they are consider-
ing not only helps the student choose a career path, but it cre-
ates networks that lead to jobs. Our first year of providing access 
to the job market for students yielded high results:

6 alumni and 12 graduates are currently placed in engineering, 
manufacturing, medical, law, technology, and business summer 
internships.

5 students were accepted into Premier’s Career Health Day in 
June.

66 companies are providing job shadowing, field trips, career 
“lunch and learns,” or internships for high school students.

Internships, Mentoring and Job Shadowing Ignite Students’ Passions

Troy Christian’s Childcare Program hit a milestone this summer 
when the 100th child enrolled in the summer program.

“That is a record number for our summer program,” said Deb Camp, 
childcare director. “We have almost reached our limit for enroll-
ment for both the childcare and preschool programs of our Early 
Childhood Education Center as well.”

Mrs. Camp commented that the summer program, which serves 
ages infant to 6th grade, enjoyed the summer theme “Going Green.” 
Conservationist Linda Ratner from the Miami County Parks District 
visited the childcare program each week to teach students differ-
ent aspects of nature. They learned about water, soil, habitats, and 
sea creatures. “We had lessons, stories, and hands-on activities for 
each of the visits. The students loved it,” said Camp, who added that 
there were many trips to area parks, where students were given 
“explorer boxes.”

“There were nets for catching bugs and butterflies and creatures,” 
she added, noting that they went on hikes to learn about birds, 
insects, spiders, and more. Technology was incorporated as the 
students would go online back in the classroom and learn about 
the creatures they saw on their hikes. Students were given “take-
home” lessons in English and Spanish, so all of the students could 
share with their parents. 

Mrs. Ruland, preschool director, said the 4 and 5 year old class-
rooms will be buzzing with robotics soon, as the BeeBots have ar-
rived. Teachers will be trained on how to use the little bee-shaped 
floor robots, so they can teach the children programming this fall. 

BeeBots perform simple forward, backward and sideways move-
ments on the floor. Preschoolers will program BeeBots with sim-
ple commands. While students are having fun, they are learning 
estimating, sequencing, and basic programming skills, Mrs. Ruland 
said.

Troy Christian Early Childhood Education Center was voted the 
people’s choice number one preschool and number two childcare 
in the Miami Valley.

Early Childhood Entered Record Enrollment
Summer’s “Green” Theme Spiked Learning
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The Troy Christian Music Department received well-earned rec-
ognition this past year by being awarded one of the Best Commu-
nities for Music Education by the National Association of Music 
Merchants. Congratulations to Mrs. Grady, Mrs. Roberts, Ms. Evans, 
Mr. Kennon, and Mrs. Marcum for leading our bands, choirs, and 
drumline to this honor.

In addition, the high school Show Choir took top honors at Kings 
Island’s Music in the Parks Competition on May 16th, by receiv-
ing a superior rating and receiving 1st place for high school Show 
Choirs. Tyler Lamb, a junior, received Overall Best Male Soloist.

Music Department Deserves a Round of Applause

From preschool students to high school seniors, exciting techno-
logical advances such as 3D printers, robotics, and engineering 
software programs have made fast progress at TC. Several teachers 
have spent summer hours learning new technology and working 
toward certifications and training.
A donation from Yaksawa-Motoman has given our jr. high and high 
school students a robot for learning and training purposes. The ro-
bot is housed in the new STEAM wing. Students will learn how to 
program and operate the robot, while understanding applications 
in manufacturing, medical and engineering fields.

An XYZ dual color printer, donated by GetPrinting3D, and a Maker-
Bot Replicator 3D printer that was re-located from the high school 
are giving elementary students high tech learning tools for the up-
coming school year. 

The high school received a new MakerBot Replicator 2X 3D printer 
through a grant from the Miami County Foundation.

Elementary technology director Mrs. Lindeman, science teacher 
Mr. Butson, and principal Mrs. Long, as well as elementary LEGO 
Robotics coach Mr. Johns attended a hands-on training session with 
Mrs. Fletcher, who taught them apps for the iPads and how to print 
on the 3D printers. The educational apps such as Blokify, MakerBot 
app for 3D printing, AutoDesk 123, and many more are free for stu-
dents to use on the tablets to create designs that can be saved as stl 
files and printed. The staff also was given a list of 20 other free apps 
they can download to their devices for use with the 3D printers in 
their classrooms.

Mr. Butson is going to utilize the 3D printer to allow students to de-
sign wheels for their CO2 racing cars. They will learn about inertia 
and friction in 6th grade science class.

At the high school, students combined technology and missions by 
using a 3D printer this past year to create prosthetic hands for chil-
dren missing a hand. The prosthetic was fitted to a specific child 
using precise measurements through a program from e-Nable. The 
high school and elementary will partner next year with e-Nable 
and some parent-volunteers to 3D-print and assemble four more 
prosthetic hands. They will be sent to children in third world coun-
tries who could not otherwise afford a prosthetic device. 

Mr. Blair Jackson, a former engineer/designer for Goodrich avia-
tion aerospace and former robotics coach for WACO, has joined our 
faculty as the new CAD 2 instructor. Mr. Jackson will incorporate 
ExtremeBot robotics into his classroom as a CAD project. Later this 
fall, he will take students to the Nutter Center to compete with their 
ExtremeBot robot.

Mr. Jared Mitchell, our high school math and CAD 1 teacher, will use 
skills he has learned as he prepares to teach CNC certification to 
collaborate with Mr. Jackson. It is possible to use our CNC machines 
to create parts for ExtremeBots.

Mrs. Speck, who teaches Spanish and STEAM, and who has an In-
dustrial Engineering degree from Texas A&M, will be leading the 
jr. high US First LEGO League Competition Team, competing at the 
Nutter Center this fall. That team is comprised of students from the 
jr. high STEAM class, a regular part of TC’s daily curriculum.

And don’t be surprised when you see darling BeeBots, colorful 
bee-shaped floor robots, being programmed in our preschool 4’s 
classroom. These youngest students will have fun while learning 
programming, sequencing, estimating and simple robotics.

STEAM has certainly taken a step up at TC, and this is just the be-
ginning. Stay tuned as our students of all ages become even more 
high-tech this coming year.

Robotics and Tech Training Boosts STEAM program

This past summer the art room at the jr. high and high school was expanded. A doorway was made between the current art room and 
adjoining classroom to create a room devoted to ceramics. Students and staff are excited about this new change that will afford students 
more creative freedom.

art room expands at the jr. high and high school

When you visit the 
school be sure 

to check out our 
students’ amazing 

artwork on 
display.
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We began talking about UpLink last year, and now that the new 
STEAM wing is nearing completion, UpLink can begin to take 
form. As its own separate 501(c)(3) entity, UpLink will provide 
career and life preparation skills for students who already have 
graduated and community members who want to learn new ca-
reer skills.

UpLink will help bridge the gap between in-demand careers 
and an effective workforce by creating partnerships with local 
businesses and industries, by offering certification and degree 
training, and by implementing strategic personal and career de-
velopment opportunities. 

UpLink will be offered after regular school hours and on week-
ends to the community. Training will take place in the STEAM 
wing with our robotics equipment and CNC machines, as well as 
classroom training for personal development, relevant training 
experiences, and mentoring relationships.

UpLink Update: This Program is on the Way UP

Utilizing our new STEAM wing technologies, we now are able to 
offer more courses with certifications.

Our CAD certification began two years ago, and now we also of-
fer Servo Systems and Robotics (1 & 2) certifications. CNC Pro-
gramming (Computer Numerical Control) and PLC (Program-
mable Logic Controllers) will be available in 2016.  

Our new robotic program is led by Lewis Rhodes. He  comes 
to TCS with years of experience as a lead robotic trainer from 
Yaksawa-Motoman.  Mr. Rhodes has taught high school students 
and was a trainer in the military before coming to Yaksawa.  He 
has been a chaplain at WPAFB and has worked with students 
in ROTC. He looks forward to developing this new program and 
offering new career opportunities for our high school students.

New STEaM and Manufacturing Courses with Certifications Available

Pairing students with professionals in a field they are consider-
ing not only helps the student choose a career path, but it cre-
ates networks that lead to jobs. Our first year of providing access 
to the job market for students yielded high results:

6 alumni and 12 graduates are currently placed in engineering, 
manufacturing, medical, law, technology, and business summer 
internships.

5 students were accepted into Premier’s Career Health Day in 
June.

66 companies are providing job shadowing, field trips, career 
“lunch and learns,” or internships for high school students.

Internships, Mentoring and Job Shadowing Ignite Students’ Passions

Troy Christian’s Childcare Program hit a milestone this summer 
when the 100th child enrolled in the summer program.

“That is a record number for our summer program,” said Deb Camp, 
childcare director. “We have almost reached our limit for enroll-
ment for both the childcare and preschool programs of our Early 
Childhood Education Center as well.”

Mrs. Camp commented that the summer program, which serves 
ages infant to 6th grade, enjoyed the summer theme “Going Green.” 
Conservationist Linda Ratner from the Miami County Parks District 
visited the childcare program each week to teach students differ-
ent aspects of nature. They learned about water, soil, habitats, and 
sea creatures. “We had lessons, stories, and hands-on activities for 
each of the visits. The students loved it,” said Camp, who added that 
there were many trips to area parks, where students were given 
“explorer boxes.”

“There were nets for catching bugs and butterflies and creatures,” 
she added, noting that they went on hikes to learn about birds, 
insects, spiders, and more. Technology was incorporated as the 
students would go online back in the classroom and learn about 
the creatures they saw on their hikes. Students were given “take-
home” lessons in English and Spanish, so all of the students could 
share with their parents. 

Mrs. Ruland, preschool director, said the 4 and 5 year old class-
rooms will be buzzing with robotics soon, as the BeeBots have ar-
rived. Teachers will be trained on how to use the little bee-shaped 
floor robots, so they can teach the children programming this fall. 

BeeBots perform simple forward, backward and sideways move-
ments on the floor. Preschoolers will program BeeBots with sim-
ple commands. While students are having fun, they are learning 
estimating, sequencing, and basic programming skills, Mrs. Ruland 
said.

Troy Christian Early Childhood Education Center was voted the 
people’s choice number one preschool and number two childcare 
in the Miami Valley.

Early Childhood Entered Record Enrollment
Summer’s “Green” Theme Spiked Learning
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Graduates ~ 65

College semester credit hours earned while in high school ~ 877 
Graduates who earned an Ohio Honors Diploma ~ 14%

Graduates enrolled in post-secondary study ~ 98%
Graduates who received scholarships ~ 98%

Graduates enrolled in four year college or university  ~ 83% 
Graduates enrolled in Christian four year college or university  ~ 54% 

Graduates enrolled in two year college ~ 15%

TC administration’s vision to better prepare our students for 
college and career through mentoring, internships, and life 
skills training has proven to be a successful path for our school. 
Many of our students were placed with internships, and many 
learned skills or earned college credits that will lead them 
confidently into their future….all while the students were still 
on our campus.
75 percent of the 2015 graduating class took college courses 
that will transfer, saving thousands of dollars in college tuition
2 students received CAD SolidWorks certification in 2014 and  
1 student received the certification in 2015

The 2015-16 school year will offer educational courses that 
lead to career fields. We will offer new courses from Edison, 
as well as the courses we have been offering through Urbana 
University. All College Credit Plus courses are taught on our TC 
campus by adjunct teachers.
Programs Offered at TCHS
Honors classes ~ 24
Online classes available
College courses offered at TCHS ~ 16
Students participating in dual enrollment & CCP at TCHS  ~ 130

High School College & Career Prep 
Program Launched With Success

Urbana University & Edison 
Community College Partnerships 
for College Credit Plus

Troy Christian students were able to be the hands and feet of Je-
sus all over the world during the 2014-15 school year. They served 
their local community in Troy, Tipp City, West Milton, Piqua, and 
spreading out to Dayton and Millersburg. They served throughout 
the nation and beyond in West Virginia, Tennessee, Florida, Baha-
mas, Jamaica, and Nicaragua. Time after time these experiences 
have had a profound impact on our students. We are so excited to 
see the ways our students can serve this school year. 

The heart of education is the education of the heart.

The good man brings good things out of the good stored up in his 
heart, and the evil man brings evil things out of the evil stored up in 

his heart. For out of the overflow of his heart his mouth speaks. 

Luke 6:45

being salt in our world now

Mrs. Karen Miller’s 4-year-old childcare class adopted a soldier 
in December. They support him by sending him letters, artwork, 
necessities and snacks. These little ones also pray for him faith-
fully. Mrs. Miller and her class will continue blessing their sol-
dier throughout the year. Thank you little ones for reminding us 
that we are never too young (or old) to be the hands and feet of 
Jesus.

Elementary teachers Mrs. Cowley and Mrs. Johnson, and prin-
cipal, Mrs. Long, challenged staff and friends to the “plain dress 
project,” an effort to bring awareness to suffering brought by 
human trafficking. They wore the same dress (washing it of 
course!) for the whole month of January to bring awareness to 
this cause. One of the classes began collecting money for this 
cause last December.

adopted soldier the plain dress project
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$15,540 The Troy Foundation general grant
 Computers for new STEAM wing
$5,880 The Troy Foundation general grant
 Varsity & Jr. Varsity volleyball nets and poles
$2,000 The Troy Foundation general grant
 Digital piano

$957  The Troy Foundation Apple grant
 Mr. Gibboney, elementary gardening lab
$930 The Troy Foundation Apple grant
 Miss Hart,  Surface Pro computer and keyboard
$750 The Troy Foundation Apple grant
 Mrs. Speck,  EV3 robot and software
$585 The Troy Foundation Apple grant
 Mrs. Boone, ELMO interactive classroom projector
$585 The Troy Foundation Apple grant
 Mrs. Hoblit, ELMO interactive classroom projector
$837 The Troy Foundation Apple grant
 Mrs. Lindeman, three iPad minis
$640 The Troy Foundation Apple grant
 Mr. Johns, 8 OSMO learning games for iPad
$948 The Troy Foundation Apple grant
 Mrs. Fletcher, iPad and 3D scanner

$5,000 Miami County Foundation
 Enlarge the Tent elementary building campaign
$1,000 Miami County Foundation
 BeeBots for ECEC
$640 Miami County Foundation
 8 OSMO learning games for iPad K-1st grades

$2,663 Miami County Foundation
 MakerBot 2X 3D printer and plastic spools

$10,000 AutoDesk grant
 CNC machines for STEM wing
$1,697 The Mercer Group
 Enhancements to the baseball and softball fields
$2,100 Troy Fish & Game Club
 Ice machine for athletics
$923 Scotsman Mid-Ohio
 Ice machine for athletics
$8,782 Robinson Fund
 Taping platform tower for Eagle Stadium
$1,500 Rotary Compression Technologies, Inc.
 Boys soccer equipment

$250 Thrivent Financial Donation
 Football Tailgate Party
$1,750 Thrivent Financial Action Teams (7)
 5 missions trips, 1 fundraiser, 1 Operation Christmas Child
$2,500 Thrivent Financial Donation
 Sponsorship for 5K 
$1,720 Thrivent Financial Donation
 Christmas Projects 
$600 Thrivent Financial Action Team
 Mrs. Landfair’s 4th grade Read to Feed Heifer project
$3,399 Thrivent Financial Choice Donations and Matches

$5,000 Thrivent Financial Corporate for Business Partner’s 
 Sponsorship

Foundation and Corporations Show Support Through Funding
Grants received in 2014-15 from local foundations and companies supported TC with generous and timely doses of funding for athletic 
equipment, missions trips, classroom projects, and technology. Students will be learning on new 3D printers, robotics equipment, musical 
instruments, and iPad technologies. Teachers will receive equipment that will allow them to teach more effectively. We are so grateful to 
the following grantors for their generous contributions to our students, staff, and teachers:

The following companies have supported Troy Christian through their corporate and advertising dollars. Please consider supporting 
them with your business:
  Platinum -- $10,000     Football Tailgate Sponsors
  Dave Arbogast       Dave Arbogast    
  UVMC       Dave’s Services 
         MilCon Commercial Concrete
  Gold - $3,000      Thrivent Financial 
  R.W. Earhart Company     Infinity Fitness
  Dave’s Service      R.W. Earhart Company    
  Koverman/Dickerson Insurance 
  Ark & Echo   
  Thrivent Financial Services    Best Seat in the House Sponsors
         Francis Furniture
  Silver - $1,750      Papa John’s Pizza
  Morris Comfort Services      Dave’s Services
  Small Town Print     
For more information about the Business Partners program, contact Kelli Szakal at 339-5692 or kszakal@tcmail.org.

Thank you to our business partners

FOOTBALL
Luke Dillahunt returns for the 
2015 football season as a senior 
with great expectations. The Tipp 
City native took top honors in the 
state for football at the conclusion 
of his junior year, including First 
Team Associated Press All Ohio Div. 
VII and Co-Offensive Player of the 
Year Associated Press All Ohio Div. 
VII.
His other awards included: First 
Team All Southwest District Div. 
VII; Offensive Player All Southwest 
District Div. VII; and First Team As-
sociated Press Dayton All Area Div. 
VI and VII.

Chase Hayden, another returning 
senior football player, received 2nd 
Team Div. VII All Ohio Defensive 
Back for the 2014 season.

WOMEN’S SOCCER
Lauren Peters, who signed on to 
play soccer with Lee University in 
Cleveland, TN, received top soccer 
awards across the state her senior 
year with TC, including First Team 
All State and Miami Valley Div. III 
Player of the Year. 
Her other awards included: First 
Team All Metro Buckeye Confer-
ence, Metro Buckeye Conference 
Player of the Year, First Team All 
Miami Valley North, and First Team 
Miami Valley.

BASKETBALL
Grant Zawadzki, who set 37 TC 
basketball school records in his 
High School career, will be playing 
for Indiana Wesleyan University. 
His final year with TC he was Metro 
Buckeye Conference Player of the 
Year, District 9 Player of the Year, 
1st Team All Southwest District, 
State of Ohio North/South All Star 
and 1st Team All State. In addition, 
Grant set the Ohio High School re-
cord for the 2015 most steals in a 
game (14) and was named Penn 
Station Athlete of the Month. 

WRESTLING
Garrett Hancock finished his 
wrestling career at TC with a 2nd 
Place State finish in Div. III and 
will go on to wrestle in college 
for Gardner-Webb University. 
Garrett also took 1st at Div. III 
Sectionals, 1st at Districts, and 
was named 1st Team All Area.

Cody Ohnmeiss overcame some 
challenging matches to earn his 
5th place at the Div. III State meet 
and will go on to wrestle for the 
University of Findlay. Cody also 
took 3rd at Div. III Districts and 
2nd at the Sectional meet.

TRACK & FIELD
Meredith Haddad, who took 4th at 
the state meet in 2014, stepped it 
up at the Indoor State Meet, placing 
1st in Long Jump for Div. II/III and 
3rd in outdoor State Track Meet for 
Long Jump in Div. III. Meredith, who 
broke TC’s school record in Long 
Jump with a personal best this year 
of 18’ 0.75” also was compliment-
ed by her basketball coach, Dick 
Steineman, who said, “In my years 
of coaching here at TC, Meredith 
Haddad is best female athlete I’ve 
seen walk the halls at this school.”

TC STUDENTS INVOLVED IN CLUB SPORTS
ROWING
Megan Hinkle, an incoming junior, spent time this summer train-
ing with a national rowing team. Hinkle placed 6th in the nation as 
a single rower and 5th with her quad at the U.S. Youth Rowing Na-
tional Championships. She also captured the Midwest title, which 
earned her a spot this past summer at the prestigious United States 
Junior National Team Development and High Performance Camps.

Outstanding 2014-15 Athletes 
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Recent graduate and valedictorian, Lauren Setzkorn, was the 
first Troy Christian student to be named a National Merit Final-
ist. To receive this honor she scored a PSAT that ranked in the 
top one-percent of the nation for her graduating class. She also 
earned the 2015 Honda Math Medal Award, which recognizes 
the best math students. 

Her academic achievements earned her scholarships from 
Cedarville University, where she will study pharmacy in the 
school’s rigorous honors program. She also earned the UVMC 
Foundation Hinsch Family Fund Scholarship for students en-
tering a healthcare field, a Troy Dollars for College grant, and a 
Grace Baptist Church scholarship.

This summer Lauren began working as a pharmacy technician 
due to the networking of TC’s new Career/Life Prep/Internships 
Program. This work experience, combined with her achieve-
ments, will prove invaluable as she continues her education and 
career.

Lauren also was recognized at graduation with TC’s SALT Award, 
Lydia Award, Math Award, and Language Arts Award. Her class-
mates, too, acknowledged Lauren’s character by nominating her 
to the homecoming and prom courts. Lauren was an example of 
leadership as the junior varsity volleyball captain, National Hon-
or Society member, Student Government representative, and as 
a precalculus student teacher and tutor. She also sang in the con-
cert and honors choirs.

Lauren is the daughter of Dr. Ronald and Christina Setzkorn of 
Troy and is a member of Grace Baptist Church, where she is a 
leader in the church youth program.

Lauren Setzkorn Becomes TC’s First Nat’l Merit Finalist
Also Named Honda Math Medal Award Recipient

Christian Chong was named Troy Christian’s 2015 salutatorian. 
The son of Henry and Susan Chong of Dayton, Christian is at-
tending Wright State University where he will study to become 
a neurologist.

Christian received two scholarships from Wright State: Val/Sal 
Scholarship and Honors Competitive Scholarship.

During his high school years at TC, he was a National Honor So-
ciety member, Student Council member, and served on Student 
Leadership. He also sang with the honors choir and his church 
praise team. Christian swam for Troy Christian, as well as for 
the Miami County YMCA and for Butler Aquatics Club. He was 
a member of the school’s tech crew and ran tech for the high 
school musical. In addition, he volunteered for Habitat for Hu-
manity and Target Dayton.

Christian Chong Named 2015 Salutatorian

Women’s Soccer 
Conference Champions & Sectional Champions

Football
Won regional quarterfinals play-off game &                 
qualified for regional semi-final game

Men’s Basketball
Conference Champions, Sectional Champions, & Dis-
trict Runner- Up

Men’s Swimming
Conference Champions

Wrestling
Sectional Runner Ups & District - 3rd Place

8th Grade Boy’s Basketball
Conference Runner Up

7th Grade Boy’s Basketball
Conference Champions

8th Grade Girl’s Basketball
Conference Champions

Softball
Conference Champions 

Jr. High Boys Track
Conference Runner Ups

Jr. High Girls Track 
Conference Champions

2014-15 athletic team titles

On May 20th, all the elementary students participated in Field Day. 
Each student wore a t-shirt in their grade level’s color as they ro-
tated through the different events. Tug of war, races on the track, 
and corn hole were a just a few of the exciting things planned for 
the day. Thank you to all the volunteers and our coordinators, Kelli 
Szakal and Mallory Normile, for creating a fun day of games and 
exercise for the students.

2015 Elementary field day
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contributions. Many of the subcontractors have given “gifts in kind” 
by reducing their normal pricing.
“We are so grateful,” said Superintendent Dr. Gary Wilber, “Our TC 
families and friends have raised more than $1,145,000 in cash and 
pledges. It has been encouraging to see friends of Troy Christian 
and our families now partnering with us as these projects have be-
come a reality.” 

1. The elementary addition began in September. We have modi-
fied the layout from the original plan. Why? Because parents’ 
feedback was heard, and you said, “We need more practice 
and game space!” And, while we were at it, the modification 
allowed us to add one more classroom, so now there will be six 
new classrooms. The new gym will be built south of the cur-
rent gym. Four of the new classrooms will be on the second 
floor, extending the 5th/6th grade hallway.

2. UpLink, the career and mentoring program projected for 2015-
16 is growing in scope and depth. The jr. high/high school 
STEAM wing will have a locked door to the rest of the school 
so it may be open to the community during after-school hours 
for UpLink. We have obtained 501 (c)(3) non-profit status for 
UpLink so we may now receive corporate donations. 

3. The Career and Life Preparation Program we began in 2014-
15 for current TC students yielded 16 students on paid intern-
ships this summer, with numerous field trips throughout the 
school year. This program is working!

4. Funding: TC has an unexpected expense of $70,000 to repair 
the existing elementary gym roof--at the same time we are 
building the new gym. So the funding need for 2015-16 will 
be for for the new gym floor, $50,000; bleachers, $35,000; and 
equipment $27,362 (volleyball stations, 6 basketball goals and 
scoreboard). 

4 Things You Might Not Know About Enlarge the Tent
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The Enlarge the Tent Campaign is currently underway at Troy 
Christian and we already have begun work on the new elementary 
addition and new gymnasium. We want you to join us and be rec-
ognized as part of the Troy Christian family. We will be selling per-
sonalized bricks and benches to be included in the Troy Christian 

“Everyone Counts” Community Walkway. The beautiful walkway 
will be located on the east side of the new building as shown in 
the image below. For more information on how to purchase a brick 
look for a mailing at the end of October.

Everyone counts community walkway
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thank you for partnering with us
The Enlarge the Tent Development Project is off to a great start thanks 
to these generous friends, businesses, and those who gave anonymously. 
Your gifts have made it possible to start to strengthen our foundational 
stakes, expand our buildings to allow for growth and to “stretch our tent 
curtains wide” to make room for innovative new programs that give stu-
dents advantages they need today. Thank you!
We have tried to ensure that all of our donors are recognized but if you 
feel your name should have been included in this list, and you didn’t ask to 
remain anonymous, please contact our office at 937.339.5692.



If you are familiar with Ava’s story, you will love reading this 
update on her progress. If you are just learning about this amazing 
little girl who captured the hearts of so many people at our school, 
hang on, because Ava Mote is full of inspiration.
“She is learning how to walk again,” said her doting father, Shad 
Mote. “She has had to relearn everything. But she wakes up every 
day with a smile on her face, unless she doesn’t feel good, and then 
she just doesn’t let it get her down.”
Ava, age 8, sat on the sofa listening as her father unfolded the 
events of the past year -- from that day in August when their lives 
changed forever -- to now, when he is just beginning to breathe a 
little deeper. “We’re starting to see Ava act like Ava again,” he said, 
noting that she has been able to ride her therapy bike outside, go 
bowling and go fishing this summer.
Two days after Ava began 1st grade at Troy Chris-
tian last year, she had a routine eye exam, where 
optical swelling was detected. Two days later, Ava 
endured a 15-hour surgery to remove a tumor 
from the brainstem around her cerebellum. The 
diagnosis was medulloblastoma, a pediatric brain 
cancer. She has been fighting the disease with 
radiation, chemotherapy, and lots of prayers from 
her friends.
Ava smiled and added to the story, sometimes 
reflecting on what she remembered, sometimes 
showing pictures from her iPad to illustrate what 
her father was telling, and never missing a beat; 
understanding it all. That was a joy that hung in 
the air and glimmered in the eyes of her father 
who spent 47 days in a Philadelphia hospital with 
his daughter while she endured intensive, pro-
ton radiation therapy on that smart little brain. The specialized 
proton radiation described by Shad is what took them to CHOP 
(Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia), where he never left her side. 
She was very sick there, not only enduring the radiation, for which 
she received anesthesia every day, but also recovering from the 
after-effects of the brain surgery.
“She got posterior fossa syndrome, due to all the pressure taken 
off the cerebrum after the surgery,” Shad explained. “She had lost 
all movements: she lost her ability to walk, to swallow, to talk, ev-
erything. Her right eye was turned in. Even now she still can’t eat 
because she can’t swallow.” Ava, who is fed with a tube, has slowly 
regained speech and movement.
Ava has two more rounds of a nine-round chemo treatment plan, 
for which she must spend the first few days at Dayton Children’s. 

She still gets nauseous the first week and loses her hair. Then, 
just when she feels a little better, it’s time for the next round. She 
should complete her treatment in November.
In between treatments she attends therapy sessions, she rests and 
she has as much family time as possible. Her older sister, Cayley, 
commented about how she helped Ava by talking to her when 
Ava couldn’t speak and how she comforted her when Ava couldn’t 
open her eyes. 
How does Ava keep her spirits up and stay strong? She shrugged 
the question off with a deep, thoughtful smile, which was almost 
instantaneously replaced with a bigger smile and a genuine spar-
kle in her sweet, still-a-child eyes. She looked at me confidently. “I 
just do,” she said with another shrug. 
The Mote family said they have felt “unbelievable encouragement 

and support” from the Troy Christian community 
and “from people we don’t even know.” 
“Maybe not for everyone, but for us, the prayers 
have been the most important thing that has gotten 
us through this,” Shad said. “We know Ava and our 
whole family have been receiving so much prayer 
from Troy Christian. That really helps us the most. 
There have been fundraisers and Ava’s friends have 
sent home cards and letters and crafts. It has all 
meant so much.”
Ava chimed in, “I got to see my friends on the last 
day of school! It was so good. I got to see Mrs. 
Long.”
Schooling is on hold, according to Shad, who said 
he is just now beginning to consider at-home learn-
ing options. For now, laughing at Ava’s charm and 
wit, dealing with chemo treatments, and relearning 

to walk are the focus.
“She stays brave,” Shad added tenderly, “She’s a strong one. She 
always was my tough kid before this, tough as nails. And now I see 
why.”
If you would like to help the Mote family, please continue to pray 
for Ava’s full recovery from medulloblastoma and posterior fossa 
syndrome. Any monetary donations sent to TC for the Mote family 
will be added to the fund already set up for Ava and will be sent to 
the family. Shad owns Trimtex, a commercial construction com-
pany. Shad, Ava, Cayley, and wife, Amy Mote, along with her two 
children, live in Tipp City with their dog Lucy. Ava’s mom, Carolyn, 
lives in Huber Heights.

Strong and Playful Ava Mote 
Still Healing

By: Shelly Calvert
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ENLARGE THE TENT
ISAIAH 54:2

Troy Christian Schoolsʼ Development Project

Enlarge the place of your tent, stretch your tent curtains wide, 
do not hold back; lengthen your cords, strengthen your stakes.

Isaiah 54:2



OUTLOOK
Troy Christian Schools

Enlarge the Tent Construction Underway
When the vision for “Enlarge the Tent” was 
shared school-wide a year ago, who could 
have imaged all that God had planned? But 
that’s how He works. Ephesians 3:20 tells 
us: “Now to him who is able to do far more 
abundantly than all that we ask or think, ac-
cording to the power at work within us.” (ESV 
version)
The response has been over-
whelming and we have been 
able to do more than we origi-
nally planned. We have received 
amazing learning equipment for 
our students we weren’t expect-
ing; and a new STEAM Wing was 
completed at the high school.  
Prayers have been answered! In 
addition to enough funds being 
raised for us to begin construction, Yaskawa 
Motoman donated a robot for the STEAM 
wing; Autodesk is providing an entire soft-
ware suite and curriculum for free as well as 
reduced pricing on tabletop CNC machines; 
Autodesk also gave us a grant for $10,000 

toward the purchase of those tabletop CNC 
machines; and Basetech/GetPrinting3D has 
donated five 3D printers. We received a grant 
from the Miami County Foundation for a Mak-
erBot 3D printer, BeeBots (robotics for tod-
dlers) and OSMO learning systems for K-1st 
grade iPads. The Troy Foundation donated 

seven computers and 14 mon-
itors for the STEAM room. We 
also have been given engineering 
software from Motoman, as well 
as training for our staff. Honda 
Corp. of America provided our 
Computer Aided Design class an 
auto part design project. Wow! 
The manufacturing and engi-
neering companies really caught 
our vision. Other companies, 
such as Swihart Industries, Em-

erson, F&P America, The R.W. Earhart Com-
pany, Koverman-Dickerson Insurance, Unit-
ed Building Materials, MilCon, Wapoo Wood 
Products, and Dave Arbogast have given

Continued on page 3...

“We are so grateful,” said 
Superintendent Dr. Gary 
Wilber, “Our TC families 

and friends have raised more 
than $1,145,000 in cash 
and pledges. It has been 

encouraging to see friends 
of Troy Christian and our 

families now partnering with 
us as these projects have             

become a reality.”
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